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1. Name of Property
nistoric name McChord Field Historic District

other names/site number McChord Air Force Base

2. Location

street & number McChord Air Force Base not for publication
city or town Tacoma ) vicinity
state Washinqton code WA county Pierce code 053 zip code 98438

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this

_X nomination __ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties
in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR
Part 60. In my opinion, the property X & meets does not meet the National Register criteria.

I recommend that this property be considered significant _ nationally X statewide _ locally. (__ See continuation

sheet for a
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Signatu of ti\f&lng official

Michae cGhemse Air Force Federal Preservatlon Officer

State or Federal agency and Bureau Date
In my opinion, the progerty imeets does not meet the National Register criteria. (__ See continuation sheet for
additional c t
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Sighetdze” of chmmenting or other pffic B Date
State Historic Preservation bfflcer

State or Federal agency and Bureau Date

4. National Park Service

I, hereby, certify that this property is:
ntered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet

determined eligible for the Natiounal

Register. See continuation sheet
determined not eligible for the

National Register.

removed from the National Register.
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Property Name_McChord Field Historic District

County and State__Pierce Co., WA

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

Page 2

Nc. of Resources within Property

___ private ____ building(s)
public-local _X district
___ public-State ____ site
_X public-Federal ___ structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a
multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Functions or Use

Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Defense/Air Facility

Defense/Military Facility

Domestic/Institutional Housing
Domestic/Multiple Dwelling
Domestic/Secondary Structure

Health Care/Hospital

Industrial/Energy Facility, Industrial Storage

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURY REVIVALS:

Tudor

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco

contributing noncontributing
31 _ 4 buildings
o _____ sites

_ 3 __ structures
o _____ objects
34 4 Total

No. of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register:

N/A

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Defense/Air Facility

Defense/Military Facility
Domestic/Institutional Housing

Domestic/Multiple Dwelling

Domestic/Secondary Structure

Health Care/Hospital
Industrial/fEnergy Facility, Industrial Storage .

Materials
Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation _Concrete

Brick

walls

Concrete (reinforced)

roof __Asphait
Weatherboard

other

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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County and State__Pierce Co., WA Page 3

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for
National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history. :

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
B removed from its original location.
C a birthplace or a grave.
D a cemetery.
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G 1less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions.) Period of Significance Significant Dates
MILITARY 1938 - 1942 1938
ARCHITECTURE 1938 - 1952 1938
COMMUNITY PLANNING & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 1938 - 1952 1938

Cultural Affiliation

N/A .

Significant Person Architect/Builder

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Seattie District)

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the boocks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form or one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
___ preliminary determination of individual listing _____ State Historic Preservation Office
(36 CFR 67) has been requested ___ Other State agency
___ previously listed in the National Register _X Federal agency McChord Air Force Base
___ previously determined eligible by the National Register __ Local government
___ designated a National Historic Landmark ___ University
___ recorded by Historic American Buildings ___ Other
Survey # Specify repository:

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property _gpgroximatelv 18 acres.

UTM References
1 1/0 s/3/8/8/3/6 5/2/1/9/4/1/4 3 1/0 5/3/8/5/9/8 5/2/1/9/8/9/6
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 1/0 5/3/8/4/6/1 5/2/1/9/7/2/4 4 _1/0 5/3/9/4/0/0 5/2/2/9/6/4/3 X See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on & continuation sheet.)

See Section 10.1.

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title _ Lauren McCroskey, on a draft by Kate Krafft; historical landscape contributions by Terri A. Tayior
organization _Center of Expertise, Preservation of Historic Buildings and Structures, Seattie District, U. S. Army

Corps of Engineers  asate February 2008 street & number __ BCX 3755 East Marginal Way South

telephone 206-764-3538 city or town Seattle state WA zip code _ 98124-3755

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPC for any additional items.)

Property Owner
name U. S. Air Force street & numper __McChord Air Force Base telephone 253-982-6216

city or town __lacoma state WA zip code 98438
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DISTRICT OVERVIEW

The nominated district is located within McChord Air Force Base, a large installation
situated on the Nisqually Prairie in a suburb south of the city of Tacoma, Washington and
immediately adjacent to Interstate 5. The base abuts with Fort Lewis along its southern
boundary and with State Highway 512 to the North. Altogether, the base today
comprises 4,639 acres of both flat treeless lands, as well as densely forested areas and
gentle hills, and pocket lakes. Typical of most military installations, McChord first took
shape around runway buildings and infrastructure, with close-by housing provisions,
expanding in later years with outlying infrastructure and housing located far away from
core base activities.

Thirty-four contributing properties within the district are associated with the initial
establishment and subsequent World War II era use of McChord Field between 1938 and
1942. The small number of noncontributing properties does not detract from the high-
minded planning principles and strong aesthetic values of the “military park™ that exhibits
urban traits such as revival style architecture and a formal landscaped boulevard.

The district derives its primary significance under the areas of Military history, and
Architecture. As the most important military airfield in the Pacific Northwest, McChord
achieved renown as one of only two air bases authorized for construction during
peacetime, and as the largest bomber training facility during World War II, before it
emerged as a major West Coast defender during the following Cold War years.
Throughout the district there is a strong architectural imprint in the collection of Tudor
Revival officers’ residences, as well as a high profile example of late Art Déco design
expressed in the former Army Air Corps barracks (building 100). Architectural and
engineering values are also found in the two large, double hangars that dominate the
northeast end of the district. Finally, significant landscape values are found in the formal
layout of the original field, with its distinctive divided boulevard, spatial organization,
native trees, and plantings.

CONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES

District properties are mostly contributing and possess historic, architectural and
landscape values related to two combined periods of significance, between 1938 and
1952. In addition to contextual associations, contributing properties meet integrity
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considerations in the following ways: they retain their original location, have a setting
that is compatible with the historic era, and exhibit historic fabric that is sufficiently
intact to evoke the stated period of significance.

Many contributing buildings and structures have sustained alterations that have not
severely impacted their principle character-defining traits. For example, the replacement
of windows or doors, or re-siding do not significantly detract form strong design values
derived from remaining fabric and stylistic aspects such as rooflines, cornices, moldings,
window and door openings, form and massing. Critical changes such as the introduction
of new window and door openings, overwhelming additions causing a loss of key design
features, or the encompassing application of modern materials have rendered a small
number of district properties non contributing, and are so noted under the “Non
Contributing” section.

The district possesses a strong cultural landscape that portrays two primary influences,
one the accommodation of pre-existing native vegetation; the other the introduction and
overlay of planting schemes and formal circulation systems. Although the landscape has
been prone to vegetation growth, replacement of species, plant removal, progression and
change, contributing landscape elements within the McChord Field Historic District still
conform to original schemes and layouts. These elements have not diverted from original
spatial relationships or circulation patterns. Where plant species have been removed,
compatible species and types have been used to approximate original size, location, and
aesthetic values.

Buildings:

#1-4

Hangars, 1938-40

The four multi-story hangars read as two sets of paired or adjoined hangars, each with a
rectangular footprint and dominating segmental vault supported by a steel trussed and
braced roof structure. Resting on a concrete foundation, each structure has a main section
measuring 253°6” x 290’ for a total of 73,515 square feet. Offset sections measure 32°3”
x 312°3” with side wings measuring 23°3” x 249°2.” Vault ends and walls are clad with
corrugated metal. The first story is of tan brick, and features multi-lite windows
throughout, all of which are replacement units with false muntins. Several deeply arched,
arched metal hoods have been added to the personnel entrances. The apron side features
sliding doors hung from a track that retreat to each side to accommodate aircraft.
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Products of the PWA, the faintly Moderne style hangars have sustained no substantial
changes with the exception of minor modifications to some of the hangar doors and
openings. These paired hangars are virtually intact and have sufficient physical integrity
for eligibility. A substantial addition was added to hangar 4, and though compromised,
retains sufficient integrity to contribute within the district context.

#7

Fire and Guard House, 1938-40

One to two-story L-shaped building of English bond brick, with corbelled bands at the
roofline. The flat roof has a concrete parapet. A quarter round bay at the southwest
corner features narrow one-over-one, double-hung sash windows (aluminum replacement
units). Designed to serve as a fire station and guard station, the plan was divided to
house both functions. In recent years the original firehouse door openings were filled in
with brick and original window sashes were replaced with aluminum units. However, the
building overall retains sufficient integrity of plan, design, and materials to be
contributing to the district.

#14

Paint and Dope Storage, 1939-40

This is a small, slightly rectangular one-story building with gabled roof clad with asphalt
shingles. The construction is brick. There is a newer east side porch extension. This is a
small but unmodified example of early air base industrial facility representative of early
air base design and operational requirements.

#15

Paint and Dope Storage, 1939-40

This is a small, slightly rectangular one-story building with gabled roof clad with asphalt
shingles. The construction is of structural tile. There are eight-part fixed lites on the
sides, and a newer garage to the north. The roof has a ventilator. This is a small but
unmodified example of early air base industrial facility representative of early air base
design and operational requirements.

#21

Armament and Instrument Inspection and Adjustment, 1942

This is a two-story rectangular building is constructed of concrete block and has a hipped
roof clad with standing seam metal. The south elevation has a loading area featuring a
shed roof overhang. On the east side is a newer open shed consisting of steel I beams.
Another product of the PWA, the faintly Moderne style building is generally intact.
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#100

Air Corps Barracks (62™ Airlift Wing), 1938-40

One of the most commanding buildings within the district, the former barracks has three
stories with a flat roof, on a raised basement laid out in a double H plan; each corner has
elongated wings. The design is a late Art Deco composition. One-over-one sash
windows on the large center bay on the south elevation are articulated by rounded
concrete ribs. There are two pairs of double entry doors, symmetrically located. Flat-
roofed hoods consistent with the Moderne style were added to these entries shortly after
completion. End bays feature two-story concrete frames containing single and three-part
windows. This, the original front entrance to the building, has become the rear elevation
as of Spring 2005. The remaining elliptical entrance drive is now lined with non-original
plantings: deciduous trees and a flowerbed. Knicknick has been planted close to the
margin of the building where foundation plantings (evergreen shrubs) originally
punctuated each rib (Figures 9.,10. & 11.). Plantings original to this elevation include the
mature horse chestnut trees and Sitka spruce trees planted at outer corners.

The north elevation became the front entrance as of May 2005. This side features a
raised basement and central one-story concrete projection. The second-story has
prominent rounded arched window heads, original multi-lite sash and fan lights have
been replaced; representative windows have been left intact at each end. Outer wings of
this elevation feature flat arched “loggias” with simple iron fence railings that round at
the ends of the building. There is no original landscaping on this side. Departing from
the original Moderne theme are a new non-historic entrance shelter and free-standing
shelter, both of brick and glass, with segmentally arched roofs that are inconsistent with
the building’s original flat roofed profile.

Designed to serve as an Air Corps Barracks, the first floor day rooms have served
administrative purposes since the building was occupied. The entire interior space,
including the original mess hall space, has been completely converted to administrative
uses and substantial interior remodeling has occurred at various times. Interiors retain the
original rough plaster textured finish, however, in the most current interior remodeling,
May 2005, original tile mop “boards” were removed, and door units replaced.

# 160, 161

Hospital and Ambulance Garage, 1938-40

The former hospital is a two-story composition with a central raised bay, capped with a
hipped roof clad with standing seam metal. The center two-story section has a broad
concrete frame similar to the barracks treatment, and features original, double metal and
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multi-lite glass entry doors. A splayed entrance stairway has metal Deco style railings.
Two large concrete medallions near the roofline edges are embossed with medical
insignia. Side wings are slightly lower and feature metal tube railings along the roofline;
metal fire escapes occur at either side of the building.

To the north rear of the building is an original three-stall ambulance garage building
featuring a gabled roof clad with asphalt shingles. The lift doors have panels and a band
of multi-lite windows.

This building was rehabilitated around 1991, at which time double-hung windows with
false muntins were installed. There are no other exterior changes; this building has
retained sufficient physical integrity to be eligible. The original elliptical vehicle drive
remains intact. (See Figure 7.)

# 400, 420, 600-603

6 Five-Family Rowhouses for Officers and Non-Commissioned Officers, 1938-39

Six Tudor Revival style, five-family row houses were built in 1938-39 and constructed
according to standard Quartermaster General plans. The Officers' Quarters row houses
(400,420) are slightly differentiated with full gables; whereas the N.C.O. row houses
feature clipped gables, originally painted dark. The floor plans and basic building form,
which at McChord AFB were executed with modest Tudor Revival style details, are
clearly based on a standard plan utilized for the construction of identical housing at other
military installations (for example, at Fort Lewis: Officer’s Family Housing, Buildings
2660, 2662, 2665, 2667, 2668 and 2669.)

The typical plan is I-shaped with two wings. The floor plan is divided laterally into five
three-bedroom housing units (originally space for a maid's room in the basement was also
provided.) The two-story row houses have concrete foundations and basements and a
concrete structural frame clad with a brick veneer, laid in a common bond pattern. The
simple gable roof forms are covered by tile shingles and penetrated by a single central
brick chimney and three small flat-roofed dormers, on both sides of the main gable, clad
with wood shingles. The building is adorned with a modest brick cornice.

Tudor Revival style with modest Tudor Revival details, the primary facades are
distinguished by stone window sills, label moldings, and quoins at the more prominent
gable end entrance doors, scuppers and down spouts. The doors have raised panels, and
the entries display brick and concrete entrance porches with iron handrails. Concrete
porches with iron handrails are located at the rear elevations. Surrounding the three
central entry doors are brick header and stretcher courses, copper scuppers and down
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spouts, raised wood panel doors, and brick and concrete entry porches with iron
handrails. The rear entries display concrete porches with iron handrails. The only
exterior alterations have been the removal of original steel casement windows and
replacement with wood double-hung and fixed sash. These row houses were carefully
sited and symmetrically arranged facing each other across Seventh Street on the east and
west sides of Central Avenue. Central Avenue is directly on an axis with the Air Corps
Barracks (Building 100) and Hangars 3 and 4.

# 401, 421

Associated Garages for Officers and N.C.O.s, 1939-40

Two detached five-car garages appear to have been constructed according to standard -
Quartermaster General plans sometime after the completion of the adjacent Officers’
Quarters. They are brick with asphalt clad gabled roofs, and feature original paneled lift
doors. They are identical in historic building fabric and similar in plan to the Station
Hospital and Ambulance Garage (Building 161). Plaques on each unit indicate the Work
Progress Administration (WPA) constructed the garages, just after the Airfield Hospital
expansion began in 1940. (See Figure 8. & 9.)

#732,17

Sanitary Sewer Pumping Stations, 1938-39

Small square buildings of English bond brick feature hipped roofs clad with asphalt
shingles. Roof edges are flush with the plane of the exterior walls and feature dentiled
moldings/cornices. Steel bars painted white provide safety on 9-light metal hopper
windows with concrete lug sills. A single leaf, panel and 4-light door occurs on each.

#1733

Electrical Sub Station, 1939-40

This is a small rectangular building of English bond brick with a gabled roof clad

with asphalt shingles. The roof is flush with the plane of the exterior walls and lacks a
soffit. A thin dentiled, molding/corice occurs on gabled ends. Steel bars painted
white provide safety on 12-light metal hopper windows with concrete lug sills. There is
one single leaf, panel and 4-light door.

# 613, 620, 621, 622

Associated Garages for Non Commissioned Officers Quarters, 1952

These have brick construction, gabled roofs clad with asphalt shingles, and feature wood
paneled lift doors. Although built in 1952, after the construction of the officers and NCO
quarters, these four detached, five-car garages have assimilated into the district. Their
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gabled roofs, brick composition, and lift door design is consistent with the earlier original
garages (# 401,421).

#707

Quartermaster Maintenance, 1938-39

A slightly smaller version of the adjacent warehouses, this building has a rectangular
plan, English bond brick walls, jack-arched window heads with concrete sills, raised
concrete foundation, and replacement loading doors. An oculus opening occurs on each
gable. Utilitarian in design, the building exhibits some alterations that have compromised
its integrity, including window and door openings that have either been partially filled in
or completely filled in with dissimilar brick. Concrete lintels with tie bar plates have also
been added. Exterior alterations include a new gabled entry porch, exterior doors and
wall vents.

#708

Quartermaster Warehouse, 1938-39

One of a group of original warehouses, this long rectangular building features brick of
English bond, jack-arched windows with concrete sills, raised concrete foundation, and
replacement loading doors. An oculus opening occurs on each gable. This warehouse
features a central firewall that projects midway as a roofline parapet with ear.

The utilitarian building has sustained some modifications, including the removal of
original steel industrial window sashes and replacement with anodized aluminum window
sashes. A large concrete steel-framed loading area has been constructed between
Buildings 708 and 710 to connect them at the level of the common loading platform.
Original entry doors with sidelights have been removed and replaced with smaller steel
doors and in-filled walls on the southeast elevation.

#1709

Air Corps Warehouse, 1938-39

One of a group of original warehouses, this long rectangular building features brick of
English bond, jack-arched windows with concrete sills, raised concrete foundation, and
replacement loading doors. Gables feature parapets with copings and ears. An oculus
opening occurs on each gable.

This warehouse has received modifications to include the removal of original steel
industrial window sashes and replacement with double-hung aluminum window sashes.
Although individually, they lack integrity for nomination, the warehouses, as a group
have sufficient physical integrity to be considered as contributing elements to the district.
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#710

Air Corps Warehouse, 1938-39

One of a group of original warehouses, this long rectangular building features brick of

English bond, jack-arched windows with concrete sills, raised concrete foundation, and
replacement loading doors. Gables feature parapets with copings and ears. An oculus

opening occurs on each gable.

Like # 709, this warehouse has received modifications to include the removal of original
steel industrial window sashes and replacement with double-hung aluminum window
sashes. In addition, a large concrete steel framed loading area has been constructed
between Buildings 708 and 710 to connect them at the loading platform level.

#1734

Heating Plant, 1938-40

This is a large utilitarian building with a formal presence. Approximately three stories in
height, the irregular rectangle consists of brick walls laid up in English bond, with a
rusticated first story created by corbelling. Shallow ribs (“buttresses™) terminate with
concrete caps, between which are broad steel multi-lite steel industrial windows with
hoppers. At the first story are paired multi-lite and solid personnel doors. The roof
features four metal, inverted conical exhaust units.

The faintly PWA Moderne style building has received no changes to the plan, windows
or cladding. The facility was converted from coal to a natural gas system in the 1970s.
The coalbunker and conveyer system located adjacent to the heating plant were
demolished. The heating plant is generally intact and is an example of an early air base
industrial facility and is representative of early air base design and operational
requirements.

Structures:

# 82062

Water Tank, 1938-40

This steel high rise structure is a commanding landmark visible throughout the historic
district and posses physical integrity consistent with other contributing district structures.
Though undistinguished architecturally, it is typical of early air base infrastructure and
represents an essential component of the base’s operations from the beginning.
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# KHK 3, KHK 4

“F” Street Bridge & McCarthy Street Bridge, 1938-1940

The “F” and McCarthy Street bridges are both reinforced concrete structures and span
18’-4”. They are nearly identical in design, the only variation is in the widths of the
roadway (F Street: 36’-0”, G Street: 30°-0”") and walkway (F Street: 6°-2”, G Street: 5°-
2”.) The bridges have an exposed aggregate finish with steel reinforced concrete
abutments and guard/handrails. The bridges display strong vertical elements in the guard
walls and supporting piers. These bridges were built as part of the initial base
construction in 1939-1940, as a result of the creation of a new channel and the
realignment of Clover Creek.

Aside from some spalling, these two structures are intact and are contributing examples
of an early air base design, and are directly associated with the engineering efforts and
operational requirements of a modern air base/flying field and its industrial facilities.

Landscape Properties and Features:

Layout and Circulation Features

The original McChord Field shares some of the same planning and landscape principles
found at Fort Lewis, specifically through the use of strong axial promenades and tree
lined boulevards that lend a sense of ceremony, progression, and hierarchical formality.
However, unlike Fort Lewis, McChord’s central axis is not oriented toward the region’s
majestic landmark, Mount Rainier. Rather, McChord’s plan responded to the practicality
of favorable wind direction, and the existing municipal runway layout, which dictated the
placement of the four large hangars and the original barracks building (# 100). Asa
result, there is no true vista that defines the base’s original plan. However, there is the
distinctive quality of an “aperature” midway of the district where the divided Tuskegee
Airmen Boulevard widens broadly, becoming McCarthy Boulevard to create an open and
commanding approach to building 100.

Everything in the district embraces Tuskegee Airmen (originally Central Avenue) and
McCarthy boulevards, with perpendicular drives and side streets angling symmetrically
away from this main corridor. Beyond building no. 100, McCarthy Boulevard extends
into a semi-loop to form a campus-like area of service buildings and infrastructure in
front of hangar nos. 1-4.

The main entrance into Tuskegee Airmen Boulevard is now via the non-landscaped Outer
Drive, accessed from the southwest end of the district. A second main entrance into the
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district previously occurred along Barnes Drives, the major artery that feeds all base
traffic into outlying areas. Here, Washington Boulevard provided another axis into the
former non-commissioned officers’ housing area known as “Lanham” housing, a 1941
housing project of 51 double houses that occupied a “quarter round” platting of
concentric roads.

The Lanham housing was platted along a “quarter round” arrangement of concentric
streets, with centralized parking lots. Today, none of the Lanham housing remains. The
dwellings were removed in 1996, and some alteration has since occurred to the original
platting and to visual relationships. Washington Boulevard is now truncated, its Barnes
Boulevard access terminated, and modern infill has taken place along “D” and “E”
streets. In addition, immature conifers trees have been randomly introduced onto the
landscape, evoking a park like quality that betrays the residential origins.

However, there is some integrity to be found in the spatial relationships and land use
patterning in and around the Lanham area. At the north edge, along 5™ Street and
between Main and 6™ streets, original recreational provisions remain and are in use.
These include a set of tennis courts, as well as a large playfield at the north side, with
original native and planted tree species (deciduous and conifers) surviving from the
historic period.

Apart from the formal designed patterns within the District, there are remnants of
practical circulation features. At the southwest corner of the district, a now-removed
railroad spur provided the essential role of rail delivery of goods, and the coalescence of a
small warehouse area within the district. Warehouse nos. 8, 9, and 10 were served by this
rail feed, and feature signature track-side loading docks with sliding track doors and
deeply bracketed overhangs for unloading materials. After the period of significance,
other warehouse facilities were added, although these are excluded from the district
because they belong to the Cold War era, and either lack distinction for that period, or are
badly altered.

Vegetation and Plantings

McChord AFB is located in the Puget Sound Area vegetation zone. Historically, and
prior to the installation, its vegetation consisted of extensive prairies, punctuated by small
lakes and forested promontories. In addition to grasses and forbs, these prairies were
sometimes invaded by Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) and were associated with
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groves of Oregon oak (Quercus garryana).! Where possible, native Douglas-fir and big
leaf maples were incorporated into the designed landscape, as well as a ponderosa pine,
and several notable clusters of garry oak (Oregon oak). However, the majority of mature
trees within the historic district are deciduous varieties. Overall, McChord Air Field
reflects an accommodation of native species, blended harmoniously with introduced
species overlain onto a formal planting scheme.

A common and nationally-influenced landscape treatment at McChord during this period
was “foundation planting.” This consisted of planting vegetation along building
foundations which served to connect and blend the building with the grounds and
surrounding vegetation; enhance the architecture and soften harsh architectural lines; and
screen objectionable building features such as unattractive foundation walls, etc.
Foundation planting emphasized the use of large or most conspicuous plants (colorful,
distinct form, large texture) at accent points — entries and building corners. Smaller,
finer-textured species were planted between accent points.

In the district residential areas, a common plant palette was used throughout the base that
helped create a cohesive appearance in all land use areas. Pyramidal or columnar-shaped
conifers were commonly used as accent plants at building corners and entries. Plants
were not pruned into formal geometric shapes, and the beds that contained the foundation
plants were not edged, which added to the overall informal character of the design. Just
as the size, scale and ornamentation of buildings varied according to military rank, the
level of planting varied for different housing areas. Foundation planting and the use of
accent conifers such as Sitka spruce were used around the Officers’ Row Houses and
former barracks (building 100). Ongoing rehabilitation work on building 100 has
resulted in the removal of most original foundation plants and other period plantings, and
species such as the Sitka spruce are dying.

Trees and shrubs were used for both functional and aesthetic purposes. Vegetation was
used as visual screens to hide and/or separate incompatible land use areas, control
pedestrian circulation, frame views, and to create private spaces at housing areas. Trees
and shrubs planted in informal arrangements between buildings helped integrate the
buildings with their surroundings and break up the formal appearance of foundation

! “Forbs” refer to herbs other than grass. Jerry F. Franklin, and C. T. Dyrness, Natural Vegetation of
Oregon and Washington, U.S.D.A. Forest Service Technical Report PNW-8, PNW Forest and Range
Experiment Station, Portland, Oregon, 1973, pp. 88-89.
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plantings. The extensive use of lawns in conjunction with trees and shrubs helped create
a homogenous park-like appearance for the base.

Street Trees

Street trees were an important unifying feature of the designed landscape and were
planted in many areas of the original base. American elm (Ulmus Americana) trees were
the most frequently planted. Other species include hawthorns, gray poplars, mountain
ash and blue spruce. Along former Central Avenue (now Tuskegee Airmen Blvd.) cherry
trees were predominant, and have occasionally been replaced with like trees. The
American elm trees were planted between the street and sidewalk and at regular intervals
(40°-50°) that prov1ded an almost continuous tree canopy across the roads. Many of these
remain along 5™ Street, a major artery into the center of the district.

Prior to the 1930s, the American elm was a highly pogu]ar ornamental tree in America,
becoming the unofficial natural symbol of patriotism.” Their symmetrical vase-like shape
created a high, graceful, arching canopy. When Dutch Elm Disease from Asia arrived in
North America about 1930, it quickly spread across the eastern and Midwestern portions
of the U. S., devastating the American elm population and greatly changing the verdant,
well-shaded character of many towns and cities. The disease spread more slowly to and
along the west coast; the McChord AFB American elm population has been 1mpacted
somewhat by this disease, evidenced by the younger replacement trees found along 4t
Street.

Small Scale Features

At McChord AFB, small-scale features consist mostly of the signature light standards
that accent major streets and boulevards throughout the district. Cast in a pinkish
concrete with a heavy aggregate, these features consist of beveled columns that splay at
the ground. The columns terminate in a stylized Art Deco capital that carries a plain
globe lantern. Throughout the years, some of these units have been duplicated for use
around non-historic buildings, and occur in non-historic placements. They are notable by
their grey pigmentation, and lack the pinkish tone of the original units. Originally, the
standards were capped with metal and glass lanterns instead of the modern round globes
used today (Figure 12.).

® Arthur Lee Jacobson, Trees of Seattle, Sasquatch Books, Seattle, WA., 1989,pp. 91-92.
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Vegetation Summary

The inclusion of comprehensive landscaping plans in the design of permanent military
bases at a national level set their design process and visual character apart from the
temporary installations of the era. Planting plans were intended “to enrich the design and
the installation, itself” creating a livable and pleasant outdoor environment to corresgond
with the architects’ “efforts to create well designed building interiors and exteriors.”

The design principles that define the comprehensive landscaping at McChord AFB
successfully achieved these national goals. Foundation planting, street trees, vegetation
screens, park-like plantings with trees, shrubs and lawns, and the incorporation of native
trees are significant character-defining feature of the designed historic landscape. The
existence of a mostly healthy population of American elm trees is significant from
historic, aesthetic, and botanical points of view.

Some of the original plant material still survives today, illustrating the national standard
planting philosophy. However, age and lack of regular maintenance have begun to take a
toll on the health and appearance of the historic vegetation. Poor pruning practices such
as topping and extreme “limbing up” of foundation trees, removal and non-replacement
of trees and shrubs are beginning to affect the integrity of the historic plantings. In
addition, the poor choice of species and location of some of the original plant material
(too large and too close) as well as the natural life cycles of some vegetation has begun to
affect the condition of some other historic features such as sidewalks and buildings.

NONCONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES

#12

Photographic Laboratory, 1939-40

Originally designed for use as a photographic laboratory and vault, the building had a flat
roof accented by stone coping on the perimeter walls. The flat roof was replaced by a
modified hip roof, with a partial gable at both ends. The present roof is colonial Spanish
tile with overhanging eaves. These alterations have compromised the building’s physical
integrity to the degree that there is no longer sufficient physical integrity for

nomination.

3 E. Mack Hallauer, “Landscaping the Army Post,” The Quartermaster Review, No. 19, July-Aug. 1939,
pp. 28-31.
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#18
Hazardous Storage, 1997
This modern brick building features several bays for servicing vehicles.

#20
Fire Water Pumping Station, 1969
Rectangular one-story building with flat roof; brick construction; painted white.

#22

Refueling Vehicle Shop, 1985)

This is a rectangular, two-story poured concrete building faced with concrete masonry
units. Nearly windowless, it features three bays on opposite elevation that contain steel
roll up doors.

#730

Gasoline Station, 1939-40

Designed as a gas station, the use has been retained. Original interior tile finishes remain
in place while the exterior has been modified. The roof originally extended to the island
and was flat instead of standing seam metal (change made in 1990.) Also, the roof
corners were rounded instead of being a square design. Original sashes and doors have
also been replaced. These changes have eroded the building’s material qualities the point
that it no longer has sufficient physical integrity to be eligible.

Index of McChord Field Historic District Properties

Bldg. Year Built Current Name Historic Name NR Status

1 1938-39 Hangar No. 1 Hangar No. 1 Contributing
2 1938-39 Hangar No. 2 Hangar No. 2 Contributing
3 1938-39 Hangar No. 3 Hangar No. 3 Contributing
4 1938-39 Hangar No. 4 Hangar No. 4 Contributing
7 1938-39 Fire/Guard House Fire/Guard House Contributing
12 1939-40 Photo Lab Bldg. Photo Lab Bldg. Noncontrib.

14 1939-40 Paint/Dope Storage Paint/Dope Storage Contributing
15 1939-40 Paint/Dope Storage Paint/Dope Storage Contributing
17  1939-40 Sewage Pump Station Sewage Pump Station Contributing

18 1997 Hazardous Storage Hazardouse Storage ~ Noncontrib.
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20 1969 Water Pump. Station =~ Water Pump. Station ~ Noncontrib.

21 1942 Armament/Instrument Armament/Instrument Contributing

22 1985 Refueling Shop Refueling Shop Noncontrib.
100 1938-40 Air Corps Barracks Administration Contributing
160  1938-30 Station Hospital Station Hospital Contributing
161 1940 Ambulance Garage Ambulance Garage Contributing
400 1938-39 Officers’ Quarters Officers’ Quarters Contributing
401  ca. 1941 Officers’ Qrtrs. Garage Officers’ Qtrs. Garage Contributing
420 1938-39 Officers’ Quarters Officers’ Quarters Contributing
421 ca. 1941 Officers’ Qrtrs. Garage Officers’ Qtrs. Garage Contributing
600 1938-39 N.C.O. Quarters N.C.O. Quarters Contributing
601 1938-39 N.C.O. Quarters N.C.O. Quarters Contributing
602 1938-40 N.C.O. Quarters N.C.O. Quarters Contributing
603 1938-40 " N.C.O. Quarters N.C.O. Quarters Contributing
613 1952 N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage  Contributing
620 1952 N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage Contributing
621 1952 N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage  Contributing
622 1952 N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage N.C.O. Qrtrs. Garage  Contributing
707  1938-39 Quartermaster Maint.  Quartermaster Maint.  Contributing
708 1938-39 Quartermaster Maint.  Quartermaster Maint.  Contributing
709 1938-39 Air Corps Warehouse  Air Corps Warehouse Contributing
710 1938-39 Air Corps Warehouse  Air Corps Warehouse Contributing
730 1939-40 QMC Gasoline Station QMC Gasoline Station Noncontrib.
732 1939-40 Sewage Pump Station Sewage Pump Station Contributing
733 1939-40 Elec. Sub Station Elec. System Station ~ Contributing
734 1940 Heating Facility Bldg. Heat Maintenance Plant Contributing
82062 1939-40 Water Storage Tank  Water Storage Tank  Contributing
KHK3 1940 “F” Street Bridge “F” Street Bridge Contributing

KHK4 1940 McCarthy Bivd. Bridge McCarthy Blvd. Contributing
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Summary Statement of Significance

The historic buildings and landscape values of this nominated district are located within
the original boundaries of McChord Field and currently situated inside the expanded
boundaries of McChord Air Force Base, now a 4,639 acre air base situated at the
southern end of Puget Sound in Washington State. All of the identified historic resources
are directly associated with the initial establishment and subsequent World War II era use
of McChord Field between 1938 and 1942. The property types within the district
nomination possess historical significance in relation to two primary historic contexts,
and meet the intent of two National Register criteria.

Under criterion A for military associations, McChord Field is nationally distinguished as
a strategically located air base established by the Army Air Corps in conjunction with a
pivotal pre-WW II expansion program. The expansion and use of McChord Field during
the war is indicative of its role as the country's largest bomber training base. Built
between 1938 and 1940 as the first air base in the Pacific Northwest, McChord Field was
also the first U.S. air base facility of its kind to be constructed for peacetime and
defensive purposes in response to the Wilcox Act of 1935. The district is significantly
associated with this piece of national legislation, an Act that compelled the majority of
new construction and expansion of existing air base facilities after 1935, and continued to
influence the nation throughout WWIL'

Meeting the terms of criterion C, McChord Field Historic District possesses important
architectural and landscape values for the period 1938-1952. This time frame recognizes
the period in which McChord planners made an effort to assimilate new construction with
much of the design program established in the beginning, specifically, the officers’
quarters housing. This collection of six row houses is designed in the same chaste, brick
Tudor Revival style found at Fort Lewis. After 1952, this design allegiance falls off at
McChord. The period of significance end date therefore embraces the later but
compatible garages associated with the earlier Noncommissioned Officers’ housing.

The built environment also includes several administrative and operational buildings,
constructed as part of the initial establishment of the air base, that exhibit

' Fora complete and thorough analysis of the factors that influenced the selection, retention, abandonment and development of
ground facilities for the U.S. Army Air Corps and its predecessor organizations refer to Brown, J.E., Where Eagles Land - Planning
and Development of U.S. Army Airfields, 1910-1941.
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